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News and Events 
Meet the Curriculum and Faculty  
Information Team 
After months of preparation, the Curriculum and Faculty Information Team (CFI) has 
started entering Fall 2011 courses and sections into the new Colleague system. In 
addition, team members are working to enter all faculty information into the system 
beginning today. 
 
Since the start of the IRiS Project, Co-Leaders Colleen Rock, Assistant to the Associate 
VP of SAAS, and Bonnie Simpson, Assistant to the Registrar, have met demanding 
challenges in bringing the CFI Team to this milestone. In the past months, the CFI Team 
has attended many training sessions as well as “remote consulting” sessions. They also meet weekly and 
sometimes daily to complete their tasks. 
 
Last week, Rock and Simpson handed over leadership of the CFI Team to Veronica 
Hunt, Assistant to the Provost, and Jill Stanley, Assistant to the Associate/Assistant 
Provosts. Under its new leadership, the team will complete course and section entry 
into the production environment, enter all faculty, check and validate student 
demographic records, enter pre-requisites into all courses, and verify rules for class 
restrictions. While readying and entering data, the team is also testing processes 
and creating documentation along the way. 
 
Team members are: Co-Leader Veronica Hunt, Co-Leader Jill Stanley, Colleen Rock, Bonnie Simpson, Bonnie 
Lunde, Colleen Sexton, Jackie Johnson, Belinda Hudson, Michelle Smith-Williams, Andrea DalPalo, Veronica 
Williams, Debra Kappel, Heidi Yousef, Ilene Baldwin, Shannon Dermer, Nick Battaglia, Maureen 
Bendoraitis, Dor Fitzgerald, Becky Nugent, Nancy Kaczmarczyk, and Bill Yacullo. 
 
CAS Dean Candidates – Hill and Vess 
Two CAS Dean candidates will be on campus this week. Each candidate will participate in a full day of 
interviews, including a public presentation on their vision for CAS. There will also be time for the audience to 
ask the candidates questions. 
 
All students, staff, and faculty are invited to the public presentation. All attendees are asked to complete an 
evaluation form after each presentation. 
 
The public presentation by Dr. Reinhold Hill will be Tuesday, March 22, at 1 p.m., in the Hall of Honors. 
 
Download Hill Bio / Download Hill Vitae 
 
The public presentation by Dr. Deborah Vess will be Wednesday, March 23, at 1 p.m., in D34115. 
 
Download Vess Bio / Download Vess Vitae 
 
 
 
  
Gender Matters Conference at GSU 
GSU will host Gender Matters, an academic conference highlighting research on gender, women, and sexuality, 
on Friday, April 8, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
The purpose of the day-long conference is to bring together students, activists, and researchers in the 
Chicagoland and Midwest regions to discuss the ongoing role of gender in structuring society. The conference 
will include 16 panel discussions and more than 50 paper presentations. The research presented spans 
academic disciplines and historical periods. 
 
The keynote address will be given by Dr. Karma Chávez, assistant professor in the Department of 
Communication Arts at the University of Wisconsin – Madison. 
 
Conference contributors will present work on all matters of gender and, more specifically, work that explains 
how gender matters and continues to matter in society. Panel topics include Cultural Links to Gender Activism, 
Sporting Identities: From Flamingos to Garters, and Applying Gender to Pedagogies. 
 
Conference attendees must register by April 5. Discounted registration rates are available for students. The 
registration fee, ($25 for students, $40 other attendees) includes access to all conference proceedings, 
including paper and panel presentations, keynote address, continental breakfast, lunch, and post conference 
reception (cash bar). 
 
The GSU Gender Matters Conference is sponsored by CAS. For more information and to register, visit the 
Gender Matters website or call 708.235.7493. 
 
Paralympic Athlete Shares His Story 
Actor, patient advocate, and Paralympic athlete John Siciliano will discuss his life-altering accident and the road to 
recovery and success at an appearance on Wednesday, April 11, at 11 a.m., in Sherman Recital Hall. The 
presentation is free and open to the entire GSU community. 
 
Siciliano, originally from Pittsburgh, was a student and the captain of his college soccer team in the 
summer of 1993, when he was riding in a Jeep that was struck by a drunk driver. Following the 
accident, his right leg was amputated above the knee. Still, he worked hard to excel as an athlete, 
receiving tremendous support from his physical therapist and prosthetist. In 1996, he broke the 200-
meter record at the Paralympic trials and was named to the U.S. Paralympic team. 
 
For the past 14 years, Siciliano has been a national patient advocate. Siciliano travels the country 
speaking to healthcare professionals about prosthetics, and how important the team approach was to 
his success as a world-class athlete. 
 
Siciliano has received numerous awards for his athletic achievements and for his work as patient 
advocate. As an actor, he has appeared in a number of movies and TV shows, including NCIS, ER, 
and Scrubs. He lives in Los Angeles with his wife Amy, a GSU graduate. 
  
More information about Siciliano’s appearance is available by contacting Dr. Robbie O'Shea at 708.235.3994. 
 
 
  
The Olympic Way 
Achieving goals – the Olympic way – takes center stage at a professional development meeting this week at 
GSU. 
 
The session, Setting and Achieving Personal and Professional Goals: The Art and Science of Goal Setting Used 
by Olympic Athletes takes place Tuesday, March 22, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in the Hall of Honors. 
 
Randy Warren, coach of the 2010 USA Cycling Large Team of the Year, will discuss the mechanics of setting 
goals and the methodology used to achieve those goals. 
 
The program is sponsored by the Chicago chapter of APICS, the American Production and Inventory Control 
Society, in collaboration with GSU's College of Business and Public Administration. 
 
Cost of the program is $25, which includes dinner. Register at the APICS Chicago web address. 
 
PT Open House 
 
The Physical Therapy Department will host an open house for individuals interested in learning more about the 
Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) and Transitional Doctor of Physical Therapy (t-DPT) degree programs on 
Tuesday, April 7, from 4 to 7:30 p.m., in room D34000. 
 
GSU’s entry level DPT degree is targeted to students interested in starting a career in physical therapy. The advanced 
t-DPT is for clinicians who are already licensed and have at least one year of clinical experience. 
 
Advisors and faculty will be on hand for individual consultation and laboratory tours will be available. Light 
refreshments will be provided. 
 
Additional information may be obtained by contacting Mary Tracy at 708.534.7290.  
Women Meeting Today's Challenges 
Today’s women are complex, multifaceted, and dynamic individuals who don’t want to be boxed into simple 
categories like “housewife” or “career woman.” Today’s women want the freedom to choose what defines 
them. 
 
Join the discussion about challenges facing today’s women at the Women’s History Month workshop, on 
Wednesday, March 23 from noon to 1 p.m. in Room B1241. You’ll hear about the challenges facing women 
attempting to balance work, family, and other issues in our complex world and you’ll be able to share your 
ideas on how to best meet those challenges. 
 
The GSU Academic Resource Center sponsors the workshop, which is free and open to members of the 
university community. Refreshments will be served. 
 
Further information is available at 708.235.7334. 
 
Panel on the Middle East 
The GSU Honors Program is hosting Community Teach-In: Changes and Directions in the Middle East, on 
Tuesday, March 22, from 5 to 7 p.m., in E-Lounge. 
 
The panel discussion will investigate the causes and impact of recent events in the Middle East. It is free and 
open to the public. 
 
 Discussion panel members include Dr. Donald Culverson, Professor of Political and Justice Studies at GSU; Dr. 
Larry Levinson, Professor of Political and Justice Studies at GSU; Dr. Khalil Marrar, Professor of Political Science 
at DePaul University; Mr. Ahmed M. Rehab, Executive Director, Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR-
Chicago); and Dr. Farouk Shaaban, Professor of Business Administration at GSU. 
 
“The situation in the Middle East is changing daily. It is important to understand what is happening half a world 
away not only for its impact on the United States, but because it represents a major shift in the political 
character of a key part of the world,” says Levinson, who is also coordinator of the GSU Honors Program. 
 
This program is part of the GSU Honors Program community lecture series, “Rhythms and Currents: Changes 
and Directions,” is designed to provide information and encourage discussion of current global and regional 
issues and interests. It is free and open to the public. 
 
Salute to Spring Grads 
Students participating in the Spring Commencement Ceremony on June 4 are encouraged to attend Salute to 
Grads on April 6 and 7, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., in the Hall of Governors. 
 
Students can be measured for cap and gown, have professional graduation photos taken, review class ring 
options, sign up for the graduate picnic celebration, receive a discount on alumni items from Follett Bookstore, 
and benefit from additional services and information. 
  
Qualitative Research Workshop Scheduled 
In another of a series of ongoing research workshops hosted by the Health Disparities Research program of the 
College of Health and Human Services, a free program on Qualitative Research will be presented on Thursday, 
March 31, 2011, from 12:30 to 3 p.m. in Room B2200 at GSU. 
 
The workshop will be presented by Lisa Sharp, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Psychology in Medicine, Health 
Promotion Research, Department of Medicine, University of Illinois at Chicago. 
 
Topics include: Coding, digital components, design issues, ethical considerations, and software for analysis. 
 
Boxed lunches will be provided. Space is available for only 25 attendees. 
 
To RSVP, please contact Penny Havlicek at ext. 3982. 
 
Meat Alternatives 
The GSU Wellness Club will host an informational table on meatless diets on Wednesday, March 23, from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Hall of Governors. Meatout is an international education campaign to help people learn 
about a wholesome, compassionate diet of fruits, vegetables, and whole grains. 
 
Everyone is invited to visit the information table to learn more. 
 
Copyright Essentials CD-ROM 
The CD-ROM, Copyright Essentials for Faculty: Copyright For Classroom Teaching, is now available for three-
day check-out in the Library’s Reserve Collection. The CD-ROM can be requested at the Library’s Circulation 
Desk. This is the pre-recorded webinar which the University Copyright Committee recently viewed. 
 
 
Copyright © 2010 Governors State University | Privacy Policy 
1 University Parkway, University Park, Illinois 60484-0975 
708.534.5000 | E-mail GSUView  
